CHAPTER XIII.
PERSECUTIONS AND PROSECUTIONS.
" Great spiritual harvests are not gathered by the fireside."
Railton.
Both in the Marathi country, and in Travancore, the
success of these Boom Marches gave rise to bitter opposition
on the part of the high-caste Hindu population. They
had successfully defeated our efforts to make inroads
among their own castes, and they now viewed, if not with
equal alarm, at least with hostility, the rapid progress we
were making among those whom they had for countless
ages regarded as hereditary serfs. They felt that the
ground was slipping from beneath their feet. Already a
considerable proportion of the population of Travancore
had openly professed Christianity, the last Census of 1921
showing the number of Native Christians to be 1,172,934
out of a total population of 4,006,000.
The following account of these persecutions was written
at the time, and will give some idea of the storm of
suffering through which both Officers and Soldiers passed :
" During the next month or two great advances were
made. Many sites of land for barracks-building were
given by the villagers. About a dozen schools were
started for the children of the converts. Many new Corps
and Outposts were opened. Scores of Soldiers were en-
rolled. Temple after temple was given up for Salvation
purposes. A Training Garrison for men Cadets and
another for women Cadets were opened, and in every
possible way the work was consolidated and the foundations
well laid for unlimited extension.
" A time of severe persecution now began, and in
December the high-caste burnt down one of the barracks
and also trumped up a false charge against the Soldiers
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